
 

 

 

North Adams City Council 

Community Development Committee  

MINUTES 

August 17th, 2021 – 5:30pm – Via Zoom 

 

Call to Order: 5:30pm 

 

Roll Call: Councilor Lamb, Councilor Sapienza (Absent: Councilor Sweeney) 

 

Chair statement for virtual meetings 

 

o Councilor Lamb read the statement on virtual meetings  

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Open Meeting Law Violation presentation and discussion 

 

o Councilor Lamb read the Open Meeting Law Complaint submitted by Jennifer Barbeau 

of 473 Church Street, North Adams, submitted on 7/30/2021. 

o The complaint states “The Community Development Committee has not filed meeting 

minutes and supportive documentation for Dec 16, 2020, May 5, 2021, June 9, 2021 

meetings. This is in violation of Open Meeting Law and North Adams City Ordinance. 

The July 20, 2021 meeting also violates Open Meeting Law as there was no supportive 

documentation provided before the meeting or video for public to view of materials being 

discussed during the ‘audio’ only virtual meeting” 

o Councilor Lamb noted that while the complaint while filed on the 30th of July with the 

City Council President, was not provided to the Community Development Committee 

Chair until Friday August 13th and he thanked Councilor Sapienza for his willingness to 

schedule this meeting in short order in order to remain in compliance with Open Meeting 

Law complaint process. 

o Councilor Lamb indicated the process of reading the complaint, discussing, and 

submitting a written response to the complainant, Attorney General and City Clerk. 

o Councilor Lamb provided information in response to the complaints 

o The December 16th, 2020 public hearing minutes, which include the slides from 

the presentation given by the Office of Community Development, were submitted 

via email to the City Clerk’s office on Thursday February 4th, 2021. He noted that 

the delay in these minutes being submitted was the direct result of multiple deaths 

in his family in late December and a concussion he experienced in early January, 

which impeded his ability to look at a computer screen for the necessary time to 

write up respective meeting minutes. 

 



 

 

 

o The May 5th, 2021 meeting was cancelled, as the meeting was not posted 

physically in City Hall by the necessary posting deadline. All matters included in 

the May 5th, 2021 agenda were moved to a future date of June 9th, 2021. 

Therefore, there are no meeting minutes to be submitted for May 5th, 2021. (Note: 

during the meeting Councilor Lamb referenced “May 4th, 2021” when in fact 

meaning May 5th, 2021) 

o June 9th, 2021 meeting minutes were submitted via email to the City Clerk’s 

office on July 12th, 2021. Before the complaint was filed. 

o The July 20th, 2021 meeting was held via real-time zoom video meeting, through 

which the public could view, hear, and participate during the presentation given 

by the Office of Community Development. The video recording from the meeting 

was sent to Northern Berkshire Community Television for posting on their 

website on July 22nd, 2021, and the audio recording was posted to the City of 

North Adams website, per Councilor Lamb’s special request, on July 22nd, 2021 

to increase access to the information presented. The yet-to-be approved minutes 

for the July 20th, 2021 meeting, which include the slides presented by the Office 

of Community Development, were submitted to the City Clerk’s Office on August 

10th, 2021. 

o Councilor Lamb noted that all materials indicated in the complaint had been submitted in 

due form to the City Clerk, and all minutes and materials, besides the July 20th, 2021 

meeting had been submitted prior to this complaint being filed.  

o Councilor Lamb invited comment from Councilor Sapienza 

o Councilor Sapienza indicated that any issues seemed to be technology focused as the 

committee chair had submitted materials according to Open Meeting Law requirements. 

He noted that the change of staffing in the City Clerks Office seems to have caused a 

backlog of posting and a challenge in catching up with everything needing to be done.  

o Councilor Lamb agreed and mentioned that in a prior Council meeting it was noted that 

there was an issue porting old minutes from the previous website over into the new 

website which continues to be a challenge. He noted that, while his request to have the 

audio from the July 20th, 2021 meeting on the City website was done quickly, the video 

recordings of meetings had been delayed in posting on the NBCTC website due to 

technology issues on their end as confirmed by an email provided to the subcommittee 

chairs by Councilor Harpin.  

o Councilor Sapienza explained that this is a completely different ball game and the 

technology can be overwhelming and that delays will occur and we need to work through 

them. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

o Councilor Lamb noted that as far as this committee goes, he plans to continue to stay in 

compliance and submit recordings to NBCTC via information technology and will 

continue to submit meeting minutes in a timely manner as required by Open Meeting 

Law. In order to move forward, he requested a motion to draft a response with those 

bullets included for submission as required. 

o Councilor Sapienza moved to have Councilor Lamb draft a response to be submitted.  

o Councilor Lamb seconded the motion. 

o No further discussion 

o Unanimous approval of the motion, motion carries. 

Councilor Lamb requested a motion to adjourn 

 

o Motion to adjourn: Councilor Sapienza 

o Second: Councilor Lamb 

o Motion Carries 

 

Meeting Adjourned : 5:39pm 

 

 

 


